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SUMMARY 


D&to i • *» 

Time 

Railway .. .. 

Gauge 

Location •. .. 

Nature of accident 
Train involved 
Consisting of .. 

Engine Number 
Estimated speed 
System of operation 
Number of tracks .. 
Gradient ,. 

Curvature ,. 

Weather 
Visibility ., 

Casualties .. 

Cause .. 

Persons held responsible 


.. 23rd December 1964. 

.. Some time after 01*00 hrs. 

.; Southern. 

.. Metre 3'—3-3/8* 

.. Between Kms. 681 and 682 near the Down Outer Signal of Dha- 
nuslikodi station. 

, . Wash-away of the train. 

.. No. 653 Down Pamban-Dhanushkodi Passenger train. 

.. 6 bogie coaches. 

.. B. 31378. 

Could not be determined. 

.. Absolute Block System. 

.. Single line section. 

.. Level. 

.. Nil. 

.. Cyclonic and stormy, 

.. Poor. 

.. 100 to 110 Passengers and 18 Railway employees, ah dead. 

.. Unprecedented tidal wave from the Palk Strait on the Northern 
side. 

.. None; an Act of God. 
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GOVERNMENT OP INOU 

MINI8TRY OF CIVIL AVIATION 

{Railway Inspectorate) 


To 

The Secretary to the Governinent of India,, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation, 

New Delhi, 

Through 

irthe Commissioner of Railway Safety, 
Luoknow. 


Sir, 

In accordance with Rule 9 of the Railway Board’s Notification No. 1926-T dated 19th March 
1930, I have the honour to submit herewith my report on the Wash-away of No, 653 Down Pamban- 
Dhanushkodi Passenger between Rameswaram Road and Dhanushkodi stations of the Madurai 
Division of Southern Railway on the night of ,22/23-12-1964. 

2. The Inquiry —This accident, from the actual results, was one in which my inquiry was obliga¬ 
tory. However, as the information was received sifter I had already fixed another inquiry in connection ' 
with accident to No. 106 Express and notified about it, the Southern Railway was requested to conduct 
the inquiry in terms of Para 7(4) of the Railway Board’s Notification roferred to in para 1 above. 

3. An Inter-Departmental inquiry was held by the following officers from 3rd to 9th and 11th 
January 1965 at Madurai and on 16th January 1965 at Madras—■ 

(t) Shri M. V. Chalapati Rao, Dy. Chief Engineer (South), Southern Railway, Madias—Pre¬ 
sident. 

(ii) Shri. S. Mantharam, Dy. Chief Operating Superintendent (Coaching), Southern Railway, 
Madras—Member. 

(tn) Shri K. T. V. Raghavan, Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer (Loco), Southern Railway, 
Madras—Member. 

The Police and the Magistracy were duly informod about the inquiry but they were neither pre¬ 
sent nor represented. 

4. The Committee recorded the evidenoo of 50 witnesses. 

Note— (i) The words ‘right’ and ‘left’, ‘ahead’ and ‘rear’ etc. used in this report are with reference 
to the direction of travel of the train. 

(ii) The Kilometrages of the various stations mentioned in the report and other points connected 
with the accident are reckoned from Madras Beach station and are as given below— 


Madurai 

Karaikkudi 

Mandapam 

Pamban 

Rameswaram Road 
Site of accident 

Dhanushkodi .. 


494-95 

494-14 

651-43 

657-71 

668-66 

681-60 to 681-75 
(approximate) 

683-50 


Note —Madurai is on, the Tiruchchirappalli-Tuticorin Main Line while the other stations are on 
the Tiruchchirappalli-Dhanushkodi Main Line. 

B. The Accident —A message was received by Rameswaram Road from the Guard and Driver of 
No. 660 Up Mixed train ex. Dhanushkodi to Mandapam that there was a heavy gale and sand was blow¬ 
ing and covering tfie track between Kms. 676 and 679 on Dhanushkodi Rameswaram Road section. 
This was communicated to Madurai Control at 20-35 hours on 22nd December 1964. Attempts were 
made to arrange for the engineering staff to clear the sand. In the meanwhile at 21-00 hours the Bridge 
Operator at Pamban Bridge reported that the wind velocity at the Bridge was over 40 m.p.h. and tho 
bridge was, therefore, not safe for passage of trains. It thus became impossible for the Permanent 
Way Inspector or his staff to proceed from Mandapam and the Bridge Inspector, Special Duty, head¬ 
quartered at Pamban, was therefore deputed to go with some khalasis for clearing the sind and piloting 
No. 653 Down Passenger which left Pamban at 23-10 hours. This train arrived Rameswaram Road 
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itation at 25 • 45 hours. Rameswaram Road had already obtained line dear at 99*40 hours for this train 
and it left the station at 23-55 hours. 

After the train left, the intensity of the gale gradually increased and communications with the 
signal cabin and Control failed at Dhanushkodi at 00- 30 hours on 23rd December, 1954 and the block 
phone with Rameswaram Road also failed at 01-30 hours. 

The train did not reach Dhanushkodi and it was, therefore, presumed by the staff at Dhanushkodi 
station that this train returned to Rameswaram Road. On account of severe stormy conditions, none 
of the staff at Dhanushkodi or Rameswaram Road could go out and ascertain the fate of the train. 
The staff at Dhanushkodi themselves got marooned as the sea water flooded the entire area including 
the colony and the yard. The only dry spot of land available was the station building. In the morning 
at 06-00 hours, when there was a lull in the storm, the staff could see nothing but a huge sheet of 
water spread on Rameswaram Road side. The fate of the train could only be known on the morning of 
24th December 1964 when some of the staff noticed the chimney of the engine projecting out of water 
near the Down Outer signal of Dhanushkodi station which was found bent and under water. 

6. Casualties and the number of Passengers —As a result of this disaster, there were no survivors. 
Although the exact number is not known, it is said that there were 100 to 110 passengers on the train 
as counted by the Assistant Station Master, Pamban; in addition there were 18 Railway employees 
and all of them lost their lives. 

The reason for counting the number of passengers at Pamban could not be clearly understood. 
While the Assistant Station Master, Pamban, Bellie stated that the Section Controller on duty asked 
him to count the number, the Section Controller denied having done so. The Assistant Station Master 
however, maintained his stand but said that he was not sure whether it was the Section Controller or 
someone else who asked him to do so. The only reason for which this information might have been 
required could be that if the number of passengers was not large, the train might be cancelled. In 
any case as Assistant Station Master Bellie is positive that he himself counted and this is the only in¬ 
formation available about the number of passengers on the train, it has to be accepted. 

7. The train —The train was hauled by engine number B. 31378 and consisted of six bogie coaches 
marshalled as follows— 

1. Engine No. B. 31378. 

2. Third, Brake and Luggage coach No. TLR 8924. 

3. First, Second and Third class coach No. FST 8129. 

4. Third Class coach with generator No. GT 8557. 

5. Third Class coach with generator No. GT 8744. 

6. Third Class coach No. T. 8575. 

7. Third, Brake and Luggage coach No. TLR 8933. 

8. Damage —The entire train was washed away and swerved from its original path. The engine 
capsized and was found lying on its side. Only the underframes and wheels of the coaches were found 
near the site under water, the bodies and roofs having all been washed away. The roof of one of the 
coaches was seen about 800 ft. from the accident spot. The roof planks, and panels, back rest, cushion 
seats etc. of another coach and destination board of the train were observed about four miles away on 
the Rameswaram shore. The underframes were all coupled together and that of the first coach was on 
its wheels while those of second and sixth coaches were tilted to the side and the third, fourth and fifth 
turned upside down. The Permanent Way was extensively damaged 'for a long length due to Cyclone 
and the Tidal waves. The accident, however, did not cause any damage to it. 

The total estimated cost of damage was Rs. 3,70,000., 

9. The Relief—As nothing was known about the accident till, the morning of the 24th on account 
of the abnormal conditions, no relief could be afforded. There being no survivors, the question of any 
relief subsequently also did not arise. 

10. Restoration of traffic —The damage to the track between Rameswaram Road and Dhanushkodi 
being extensive and the length having been considered vulnerable to attack from the sea, the traffic 
between these stations was not restored. All rolling stock eto. lying at Dhanushkodi have been with¬ 
drawn and the line upto Rameswaram Road dismantled. 

II. LOCAL CONDITIONS. 

11. The locality —Dhanushkodi was the Rail-head for Indo-Ceylon traffic from where steamer 
service run by Southern Railway to Talaimannar in Ceylon was available. It is the extreme point on 
the Rameswaram Island. The Island is approached from Mandapam, crossing the sea by Pamban 
Bridge (1 span of 38'—3*, 143 spans of 40'—O', 2 spans of 21'—6', 1 span of 39'—8’ and 1 Scherzer 
span of 214'—O') beyond which Pamban Jn. station is situated. The line here branches off into two 
directions—one going to Rameswaram to the North-east and the other towards Dhanushkodi to the 
East. 

The track between Rameswaram Road and Dhanushkodi runs on a narrow sandy strip of the 
island crossing a lagoon between Kms. 670 and 682 which gets waterlogged during the monsoon 
seasons. There is a passage into this lagoora from the Palk Strait on the north opposite Km. 681/12- 
13 where the accident occurred. The sea on the south is the Gulf of Mannar. The track at this spot was 
on a level grade and consisted of 80 lbs. B. H. rails laid on N-f 3 C. I, pot sleepers with sand and 
moorum ballast. The bank was about 2J ft. high pitched on either side. 
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12. The Divisional Headquarters and the Control offibe are located at Madurai -while the Assistant 
Engineer’s headquarters is atRaraikkudi. The Permanent Way Inspector of the section is head¬ 
quartered at ftfeandapant •hd’' 1&e'"ibeliitant Petoiaiient Way Inspector at Dhanushkodi. 

IS. Weather and vieibilUy^-The accident took place some time after midnight. There Was a heavy 
gale and its intensity was reported to be severe. The weather was bad and the visibility must have been 
very poor. 


HI. INSPECTION OF SITE AND OBSERVATIONS. 

14. The Inquiry Committee inspected the site. The track was laterally shifted southwards for a 
distance of SO to 40 feetfrmh its original Alignment. The engine lay to the left of the distorted position 
of the track, on its side and the coaches were to theright; Only the underframes were to be seen at site, 
the bodies having all been washed away. The engine and the underframes of the coaches were found 
coupled together. The regulator Of the engine was in the closed position, the reversing lever had been 
notched and the vacuum ejeotor’handle was m the running position. The sea from the northern 
side had jomed the sea on the southern side at the site of the accident and there was about 2} ft. of water 
at the spot with a current flowing from north to south. 

The Committee had a discussion with the Port Offioer, Nagapattinam, and the Marine Superin¬ 
tendent, Mandapam. They also examined the weather report messages received at Nagapattinam from 
the Meteorological Department. The course of the Cyclone storm was plotted on a map from its incep¬ 
tion on 20th December, 1964 south of Nicobar Island till it dissipated at 22-40 hours on 23rd Decem¬ 
ber, 1964. From this plotting, it was noticed that the build-up started on 20th December, 1964 at 
lat. 5-50 North, longitude 90° East with a central pressure between 990 m/bar and 996 m/bar. It moved 
West-North-west, weakened slightly till the evening of 21st December, 1964 but picked up again and 
moved in the North-west direction on 22nd December 1964. On t he ev ening of 22nd December, 1964 
it crossed the coast of Ceylon and was centered in Palk strait slightly to the North-east of Mannar at 
about 00-00 hours. 

Besides this cyclonic storm, the wind throughout the eveningof 22nd from about 18-00 hours till 
09-30"hours on the morning of 23rd had been blowing from the North-easterly direction at a speed 
between 46 and 50 m.p.h. 

IV. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE. 

15. Station Master M. C. George of Dhanushkodi broke off duty at 21 • 00 hours on 22nd December, 
1964 when it was drizzling with slight wind. At 02 ■ 30 hours he woke up to find that water was rushing 
into his room. He wad6d through hip deep water, swam across and reached the station where he learnt 
that train No. 653 Down which left Rameswaram Road at 23 • 55 hours had not arrived. There was no 
communication to contact the adjacent station, cabin. Control, etc. and he presumed that the train 
might have returned to Rameswaram Road., According to him cyclonic weather commenced at 22 ■ 33 
hours on 22nd December, 1964 and continued till 06-00 hours on 23rd December, 1964 and again from 
08-00 to 12-00 hours. No weather warning message was received before he broke off duty on 22nd 
December, 1964 nor was any received thereafter. The Assistant Station Master told him on 23rd De¬ 
cember, 1964 that a message was received by him at about 00 ■ 00 hours on 22/23rd December, 1964 and 
a copy of the same was sent to the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector, Dhanushkodi. At about 
08-00 hours on the morning of 24th December, 1964 some of his staff noticed a portion of the engine 
above water beyond the Outer. He could not go near to verify this as the area beyond the Inner 
Home Signal was flooded with water. At about 18-00 hours, he inspected the cabin when he found that 
the lock lever, the levers of the Inner Home and Home signals operated and points set for Road 1. 
The lever of the Outer signal was pulled half way only. 

16. Assistant Station Master Kt Periannan of Dhanushkodi took up duty at 20-00 hours on 22nd 
December, 1964 at which time the weather was cloudy with a drizzle and wind. The Guard and Driver 
of No. 660 Up Mixed train which left Dhanushkodi at 18-40 hours on 22nd December, 1964, *.e., prior 
to his coming on duty gave a message at Rameswaram Road stating that the track between Kms. 
679 and 676 was covered with sand and caution order to be issued to all trains. A copy of this message 
Was sent by him to the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector, Dhanushkodi. There was also a general 
call from Control at about 21-00 hours giving weather warning. The Assistant Permanent Way 
Inspector was called on to the Control phone ana was told by Control to introduce night patrol. After 
contacting the Assistant Engineer, Karaikkudi and the Permanent Way Inspector, Mandapam, the 
Assistant Permanent Way Inspector left the station to procure men for patrolling. Line clear enquiry 
was received from Rameswaram Road for 653 Down at 23 - 35 hours stating that the Bridge Inspector/ 
Special Duty, Pamban, was accompanying this train with men to clear the sand. Line clear was, 
therefore, granted and ‘out’ report received at 23-55 hours. (There were contradictory timings given 
by this Assistant Station Master on account of his confused mind and those finally verified as correct 
after cross examination only have been mentioned). Upto 00 ■ 40 hours the train could not be sighted. 
As there was no response from the cabin when tried over the telephone, he came out to see what was 
wrong. He could not notice any of the backlights of the signals. He, therefore, prepared himself 
to pilot the train but by the time he walked to the platform, the gale became so intense that he could 
not proceed any further. He thought that No. 653 Down must have returned to Rameswaram Road 
in view of the bad weather conditions as it did not arrive Dhanushkodi. It was only on the morning 
of 24th December, 1964 that he learnt about the accident. 

17. Driver N. Karuppiah worked No. 660 Up on 22nd December, 1964. Ho left Dhanushkodi 
at 18-40 hours and after passing about 3 Kins, from Dhanushkodi he fohnd cyclonic wind blowing 



nod oil to track- He proceeded cautiously to Rameswaram Road arriving; there at 20 -Oft hours. 
On arrival at Rameswaram Road he gave a message about this. He bad worked ou this section, for 
4 years and the cyclonic wind and storm blowing on to the track weroooipmaiQU features. Hie experience 
<Jn that day was nothing abnormal and giving such message was also usual. There was no rain but 
only breeze when he let Dhauushltodi. Even when he arrived Pamban at 20*60 hours there was 
only breeiti but nd mini' 4 It started with a slight drizzle wily after about 22*30 hdurs. As the anemo¬ 
meter showed heavy wind and signal could not be taken off, his train did not proceed beyond Pamban - 
and was cancelled at 01 00 hours on 23rd December 1964. At 02*16 hours he was ordered by the 
Power Controller to proceed to Rameswaram Road but he refused to do so in view of the weather 
conditions. The fire was dropped at 06*00 hours. 

18. First Fireman V. Marittppan, Second Fireman T. Marti and Guard AM. Masilomoney who 
worked train No. 660 XJp corroborated the statement of the Driver. 

19. Assistant Station Master. Mathaiainathan of Rameswaram Road was on duty from 14-00 hours 
to 00*00 hours on 22nd December, 1964 and during this period the weather was clear. There was 
no rain but oialy a slight drizzle. He however continued at the station upto 06 • QO hours next morning 
assisting the Station Master. On arrival of No. 660 Up ho received a message from the Guard and 
Driver of the train that the track from Km. 679 to 676 was getting covered with sand due to cyclonic 
wind. He passed this message to the Control and later arranged for two men from his station to 
accompany the Bridge Inspector by No. 668 Down and assist him in elearihg the track'. v The train 
left his station at 23-55 hours and a caution order was issued to the Driver to Observe cautioh in the 
affected length. The headlight of the engine was burning brightly. He received a weather warning 
message from the Divisional Operating Superintendent (Movements), Madurai at 00*30 hours on 
23rd December, 1964 to the effect that under the influence of severe cyclonic storm 400 Kins, east of 
Nagapattinam, occasional gale of 75 Kins. was likely in South Arcot, Tbanjavur and'Ramanathapuram 
Districts during the next 36 hours. According to him it started raining at the station only at 01 • 30 
hours on 23rd December, 1964 and severity of the wind increased by about 02 *30 hours. The Control 
and block phones were in working order upto 01*35 hours. At about 01*25 hours, he received a 
message from the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector Dhanushkodi on block phone from Dhanush- 
kodi addressed to the Divisional Operating Superintendent (Movoments), Madurai and ho was asked 
to pass it on to Madurai Control as Dhanushkodi could not get the Control direct. The message 
stated that the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector, Dhanushkodi proceeded towards Rameswaram 
Road side and could not walk beyond Outer signal duo to heavy rain and a stormy wind blowing at 
about 60 m.p.h. While passing this message to the Control he was asked to find out about train No. 
653 Down. At about 01-30 hours he called Dhanushkodi on the block phono and he was told that 
the train was not sighted and the Assistant Station Master could not go out of the station on account 
of heavy rain and gale. Assistant Station Master, Dhanushkodi also informed him that the signal 
wires were cut and he could not lower the signal. (At this stage the Assistant Station Master, Dhanu¬ 
shkodi, who was confronted, stated that he mentioned that all the wires of the station would have 
been cut and as the signal lights have been put out by wind, none of the backlights were visible and 
the signals were to be treated as not taken off). Station Master, Rameswaram Road on duty on 
learning that the train was not sighted at Dhanushkodi, sent a pointsman towards Dhanushkodi to 
find out about the train. The pointsman went upto the Home signal and returned back, stating that 
he could not go further because of heavy gale and rain. The witness learnt about the disaster on the 
23rd night. 

20. Pointsman /4. N Valli of Dhanushkodi station. was on duty at the cabin from 13-00 hours on 
22nd December, 1964. It was raining and windy from about 20-00 hours. He lowered the signal 
for reception of No. 653 Down to Road No. 1 as per Assistant Station Master’s instructions. He was 
definite that the signals were lowered as the backlights of the concerned signals were visible earlier 
but disappeared after the levers were pulled. Conditions were not cyclonic when he lowered the 
signals but such conditions developed gradually thereafter and Jiis cabin was also surrounded by 
water in due course. Ho did not put back the signals to danger. 

From the cabin he ,saw a surge of water coming from the pier side, the height being about half 
the height of his cabin. Though he remained in the cabin for the whole night, he neither noticed 
the headlights of No. 653 Down approaching Dhanushkodi nor heard the engine whistling. Next 
morning at day break he noticed a vast expanse of water and his cabin being under water upto half 
the height. He continued in the cabin upto 12-00 hours when he returned to the station on the water 
having subsided. 

21. Section Controller T.N. Ramaswamy was on duty from 20-00 hours on22ndDecember, 1964 
to 04-00 Lours on 23rd December, 1964 at Madurai. He received a message from the Guard of No. 
660 Up that the track between Knis. 679 and 676 was being covered with sand due to heavy cyclonic 
wind and caution order should be issued to all the trains. During the nine years he has worked, suoh 
messages had been received previously also off and on. The normal action taken in such cases was 
to inform the Marine Superintendent, Mandapam, and issue instructions to all. concerned to take 
suitable action. On this occasion, he asked the Bridge Inspector, Pamban, the only engineering 
official available at Pamban to proceed by train No. 653 Down with sufficient men and material to 
clear the track. The Assistant Permanent Way Inspector, Dhanushkodi, was also directed to introduce 
night patrol. At 21-00 hours he received information from the Bridge Operator, Scherzer span of 
the Pamban Bridge, that the velocity of the wind was over 40 miles per hour. Train No. 660 Up 
was therefore detained at Pamban and No. 183 Down at Mandapam. The Bridge Inspector, Pambart 
was-able to secure four men with tools and stated that he was ready. The Assistant Permanent, Way 
Inspector, Dhanushkodi, also advised him that No. 653 Down could be started with five or six men 
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with the Bridge Inspector. The Assistant Station Master on duty at Dhanushkodi told him that 
the train could be received on signals. The train, therefore, left Pamban at 23-10 hours. He also 
received weather warning message at 23-00 hours and communicated it to concerned stations imme¬ 
diately along- with another received earlier. 

The train arrived Rameswaram Road at 23-45 hours and left at 23-55 hours. From 00- 05 
hours there was no ringing or speaking to Dhanushkodi and, therefore, he was contacting Dhanushkodi 
through Rameswaram Road. At 01-00 hour? Rameswaram Road reported that No. 653 Down had 
not cleared section. ' At about 01-30 hours a message v as received from Assistant Permanent Way 
Inspector, Dhanushkodi through Rameswaram Road that he proceeded towards Rameswaram Road 
but could not walk beyond the Outer signal due to heavy downpour and stormy wind. The Station 
Master, Dhanushkodi also advised through Rameswaram Road that he was not able to go out of the 
station and look outside whether No. 653 Down had arrived at the Outer or not. At 01-40 hours 
the Control failed beyond Pamban completely and there was no ringing to stations beyond RAmanatha- 
puram. 

22. Assistant Permanent Way Inspector D. Chellappan of Dhanushkodi was called by Control 
at 21- 45 hours on 22nd December, 1964 and informed of the message by Guard and Driver of No. 660 
Up to the effect that track at Kms. 676 to 679 between Dhanushkodi and Rameswaram Rdad was 
getting covered with sand. As he could hot go by trolly on account of heavy wind, hnd walking would 
have taken a long time, the Assistant Engineer arranged for Bridge Inspector (Special Duty), Pamban, 
to accompany the tram from Pamban. At about 22-15 hours he received another message from 
Control to introduce night patrol on account of the weather forecast of heavy to very heavy rain in 
South Madras commencing in next 48 hours. Accordingly he collected two men and sent them at 
23 -.00 hours, towards Rameswaram Road. He also collected another five men and made an attempt 
to walk towards Rameswaram Road along with them leaving Dhanushkodi station at 00-00 hours. 
They, however, could not proceed more than one furlong from the station as it started raining very 
heavily and the gale became fierce with velocity of 50 to 60 miles per hour. He returned to the station 
at 00 • 45 hours and informed the Control. Out of the two night patrol men sent out, one was lost and 
never returned while the other who was not able to keep pace with his companion after proceeding 
for s; me distance returned, enable to proceed any further. He did nd h -ar the whistle of the 
engine of No. 653 Down nor did he see its headlight approaching Dhanushkodi. 

23. Station Master R. Kulanclaisamy of Rameswaram Road was on duty at Rameswaram Road 
from 00-00 to 06-00 hours on 23rd December, 1964 and the Assistant Station Master whom he had 
relieved also stayed batk at the station as the fcia'ri he had d spatch 'd did not clear the Section. When 
he took up duty, train No. 653 Down had already left. It was drizzling and there was strong wind 
as usual. When the train did not clear the section by 01 -30 hours, he deputed Pointsman Alagan 
to find out what had happened. By this time both the Control and the block phones had failed. The 
Pointsman'could not proceed beyond Up Home signals due to heavy wind and ,rain and returned. 
The wind gradually increased in intensity and developed into a cyclone with heavy rain and this lasted 
upto 14-00 hours on 23rd December, 1964 with a short break between 06-00 and 08-00 hours in the 
morning. During this short break, he sent a gangman towards Dhanushkodi to ascertain about tire 
train. This gangman returned at 09-00 hours and reported that-there was breach beyond Km. 
670/1-2 with water flowing across the track. Again at 14-00 hours.another pointsman was sent but 
he also returned on account of breaches beyond Km. 670/1-2. On the night of ,23rd December, 1964 
he came to know that, some persons of Dhanushkodi who had swum across mentioned to the local 
people, that the train had got washed away by the tidal wave. 

24. Relieving Assistant Station Master R.K. Nair of Pamban was on duty at Pamban from 22 • 00 
hours on 22nd December, 1964 to 06-00 hours on 23rd December, 19S4. He came to the station at 
20-00 hours and was assisting the Duty Assistant Station Master, No. 653 Down due to start at 
20-40 hours was started at 23-10 hours as the Bridge Inspector (Special Doty), Pamban, who was to 
accompany, announced his readiness only at 23-00 hours. As it was drizzling and window shutters 
of the compartments were kept closed,: he did not observe the. occupation of the train but Assistant 
Station Master Bellie who wa? on duty upto 22 • 00 hours bad counted the number of passengers. 

25. Shunting Jamedar M. Karuppan of Dhanushkodi was on duty from 13-00 hours oh 22nd 
December 1964. There was slight wind from 20 ■ 00 hours which was gradually increasing. The Assis¬ 
tant Station Master told him at 23-45 hours that No. 653 Down was blocked and was to be received 
on Road No. 1. He was by the side of the Assistant Station Master when cabin was asked to lower 
the signals for reception. He then came out of the station and found signals lowered. He could 
say with certainty that the backlights pertaining to Home and Inner Home for Road No. 1 were 
visible before lowering and dis-appeared as the signals were lowered. The Outer backlight was not 
visible but he did not actually notice it disappearing as it was raining. Wind and rain became more 
intense after this and he remained in the station. He did not see the headlights of engine of No. 653 
Down or hear the engine whistling. 

26. Shuntingman O. Krishmn of Dhanushkodi was on duty from 18 -00 hours on 22nd December, 
1964. Before the signals were lowered for No. 653 Down, the lamp on the routing Homo got put out 
by wind and he went up and relit the same. When he was getting down from the signal post, the arm 
pertaining to Road No. 1 was lowered and he then noticed the backlights of Home and Outer‘also 
disappearing, lie spent the night in the waiting room and did not hear whistling or saw headlight 
of 653 Down approaching. 

27. Pointsman V. Alagan of Dhanushkodi was on duty from 13-00 hours to 22-00 hours on 22nd 
December, 1964 and when he was going to the top point for setting the point for reception of No 65 
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Down, Pointsman Valli walked along with him proceeding to the cabin to lower the signals r This 
witness corroborates having seen Shuntingman G. Krisbnan relighting, the lamp on the routyfg signal 
wdm his position at the top point. Witness saw the Home signal lowered. While he was at the points, 
Water started flowing around Kim and the duty bunk fell down due to flow of water. He also heard 
people shouting and saw them running. He then ran towards the station but got washed off by the 
water towards the loco shed and could not reach the station. He was surrounded by water for the 
night. 

28. Railway Police Constable No. 560 R. Rengarathinam was on duty at Dhanushkodi from the 
evening of 22nd December, 1964. According to him, Railway Police Constable No, 418 was on guard 
duty from 12•00 hours to 18’00 hours and No. 324 from 18-00 to 00• 00 hours and they were with him. 
The wind velocity gradually increased from about 21-00 hours. At about 00 -00 hours he heard an 
engine whistling continuously for about 45 minutes and he came out of the Railway Police Station 
and saw the headlights of the engine. Both the Constables No, 418 and 324 were with him at that time. 
He knew it was 00-00 hours as one of the persons with him who had a watch told him what the time 
was. 


29. Gangman M. Lakshmanan of 10th Gang, Dhanushkodi, and another Gangman N. Lakshmanan 
were directed to patrol track from Dhanushkodi to Rameswaram Road. They left Dhanushkodi 
at 23 • 00 hours. The wind and rain were increasing and witness found it difficult to keep pace with the 
other patrolman and lagged behind while the other went ahead. On reaching the Outer signal of 
Dhanushkodi, he felt tired and sat down for some time and then crawled back to Dhanushkodi and 
took shelter in the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector’s Stores for the night. 

30. Driver L. Thirumalaswamy worked No. 101 Down (Boat Mail) on 22nd December, 1964 and 
was lying in bed in the running bungalow at Dhanushkodi. Some time after 00 • 00 hours on the night 
of 22nd/'23rd December, 1964, he heard an engine giving two long whistles and again after some time 
drifted off to sleep. 

31. Assistant Station Master A.M. BeUie of Pamban was on duty from 14-00 hours to 22-00 
hours on 22nd December 1964. Train No. 653 Down was ready by about 20-40 hours. Section 
Controller advised him that Bridge Inspector (Special Duty), Pamban, should accompany this train 
with men to clear sand from track between Rameswaram Road and Dhanushkodi which was reported 
by Guard and Driver of No. 660 Up. At about 21 • 15 hours after he had given this message to Bridge 
Inspector, the Section Controller on duty also asked him to count the number of passengers in No. 
653 Down. As he was busy with the shunting by No. 660 Up train, he requested the Guard of No. 
653 Down to do so. The Guard gave the figure as 45 to 50 and this was passed on to the Controller. 
Later, Bellie himself counted the number at about 22-45 hours after handing over charge to his reliever 
and found it to be 100 to 110 which information he gave to his reliever. (The Section Controller 
was confronted and asked by the Committee if he had instructed Assistant Station Master, Pamban 
t,o count the number of passengers. Section Controller denied this but Bellie continued to maintain 
that he was asked to count though he was not sure whether it was the Section Controller or someone 
else who asked him to do so on the Control phone). 

32. Permanent Way Inspector K.V. Radhaknshnan of Mandapam was told at 21-30 hours to 
proceed to Pamban and ti ke No. 653 Down from there to Dhanushkodi but as wind velocity was 
over 40 miles per hour on the Pamban Bridge he could not go. Assistant Engineer, Karaikkudi, 
then directed Assistant Permanent Way Inspector, Dhanushkodi to proceed with some men, but ho 
stated that his trolly would not move due to the strong wind. He, however, agreed to send some men. 
It was finally decided that the Bridge Inspector (Special Duty), Pamban, should accompany 653 
Down with some gangmen from Pamban. As arrangements had already been made for the Bridge 
Inspector to proceed with men from Pamban by No. 653 Down and for patrolmen to be sent from 
Dhanushkodi and the Pamban Bridge was impassable, he could do nothing more in the matter. 

33. Assistant Engineer G.P. Ramachandran of Karaikkudi arrived Ramanathapuram at 21-40 
hours on 22nd December, 1964 by Rail Car No. 213 Down. He had received a weather warning at 
16-00 hours that heavy to very heavy rainfall was likely to commence in next 48 hours in South 
Madras. As the forecast was only in regard to rainfall and the only areas which were likely to be 
affected on account of floods in Vaigai River and water level in tanks were around Ramanathapuram 
and he was already proceeding there, he decided to make arrangements for watching the vulnerable 
spots after reaching Ramanathapuram. On arrival at Ramanathapuram he received the message 
from Guard and Driver of No. 660 Up that sand was covering track at Km. 676 to 679 between Remes- 
waram Road and Dhanushkodi due to cyclonic wind. He also learnt that the Permanent Way 
Inspector was unable to proceed from Mandapam due to the wind velocity on Pamban Bridge being 
over 40 m.p.h. and the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector, Dhanushkodi would not be able to trolly 
from Dhanushkodi due to the wind being strong and against. It was then decided that Bridge Ins¬ 
pector on Special Duty at Pamban would accompany picking up whatever men he could find at Pamban. 
He stated that night patrol for the season had been discontinued from 13th December 1964 as there 
was continued dry weather from 26th November 1964. There were only slight showers on 2nd and 
9th December which did not warrant re-introduction of night patrol. 

34. Box Boy T. Thavamani of Dhanushkodi was on duty from 19-00 hours on 22nd December 
1964 and went to the station to meet train No. 653 Down. The train, however, was not sighted and 
as the wind started blowing, he took shelter in the waiting room. During the middle of the night, he 
weard an engine whistling. At about 07-00 hours on 24th December 1964 he went near the Outer 
signal along with Driver L. Thirumalaswamy and saw the bodies of the Driver, Fireman and one 
woman. 
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35. Bridge Operator V. AbcMlah Koya, of Pamban Bridge came on duty at 20-00 hours on 22nd 
December, 1064. When Assistant St .t : on Master, Pamban, asked for private number at 21 • 10 hours 
for starting 660 Up from Pamban towards Mandapam, ho informed him that the velocity of wind at 
the bridge was 40 m.p.h, and the anemometer signal was flying to danger. The wind velocity increased 
farther and control was informed about it at 00-00 hours. At about 01-30 hours on 23rd December, 
1964 his cabin started shaking due to the wind velocity and he tried to get in touch with Pamban 
station and Control but there was no response from either. At about 04-00 hours on 23rd December, 
1964 due to lashing of waves against the girder on the side of his cabin, the roof gave way and water 
entered his cabin. He could then see on the Pamban side through the open door way and noticed four 
girders near his cabin on the Pamban side being washed away from the bridge piers. After day-break 
he waited for a rescue boat to come and finding none, started swimming towards Pamban at 15 ■ 00 
hours. Ho got picked up by a boat after swimming part of the way. 

36. Steam-miri V. R imvjya Thevar of Dhanushkodi was on duty from 19-00 hours on 22nd De¬ 
cember, 1984 and remain 3d in loco office during the night. Hi did not hear any engine whistling. 
(The Committee wanted to make sure that the whistling did not emanate from one of the locos 
which was at Dhanushkodi already. This witness definitely stated that the two locos in the shed 
had no steam pressure and fire had been dropped from both), 

37. Inspector of Railway Police G.R. Ahmed of Tiruchchirappalli stated that a case had been 
registered by Hoad Constable No. 62 in charge of Dhanushkodi station as train accident and that 
Head Constable had examined Railway Police Constable No. 418 and recorded a statement to the 
timet that he was a survivor from train No. 653 Down. 

38. Railway Police Constable No. 418 M. Narayanan Nair was on sentry duty at the Railway 
Police Station at Dhanushkodi from 12-00 hours to 18 00 hours and he had to come again for duty at 
midnight. In the evening he left by No. 660 Up for Ramoswaram Road having taken his Head Cons¬ 
table’s permission. He got into train No. 653 Down at Ramoswaram Road at about 22 ■ 30 hours. He 
got into the second bogie from the engine, in which there were 30 to 35 persons including children. He 
was not aware of the occupancy of the other bogies. The wind was blowing at the usual speed when the 
train left Rameswaram Road, The train travelled at a speed of 10 m.p.h. upto near Kothandarama- 
swami temple and with reduced speed beyond. He did not think that the train stopped anywhere 
in route but heard the engine whistling a couple of times. The train came to a stop near the Outer 
signal of Dhanushkodi station and the engine was whistling. He looked out and saw that the signals 
were at danger with the red lights burning. He waited in the stopping train for about 15 minutes and 
then got out on the right hand side. When he got out he found t hat he was standing on very low ground 
with the carriage foot-board above his waist level and when he looked at the track under the br gles 
he found that the sand under the sleepers had been blown away and the track was harg'ng with oc¬ 
casional supports. The sea water was at a distance of 15 ft. on either side. He walked up to the engine 
and informed the driver of the sand having been blown away below the track. Bridge Inspector, 
Pamban, was also on the engine at that time. One of these people replied that sand being blown away 
is a usual occurrence. The engine headlight was burning dim and he requested the driver to put on 
bright light and walked away to Dhanushkodi station along the track. He stated that the wind was so 
furious that the signal posts were swaying. Wien he reached the police station he was so tired that 
he sat down in one of the rooms. Railway Police Constable No. 560 was working in the next room, which 
was the Station Writer’s room and Constable No. 324 was lying down in the room which he entered. 
He did not speak to either. He did not realise that the train was in danger and so did not inform any¬ 
body about it. He did not sign the Duty Register at 00-00 hours on 22/23rd December, 1964 in token 
of having come for duty though there is such a procedure. He stated that Constable No. 560 came into 
the room where he was at about 00-45 hours and accosted him. Then they went out together to look 
out at the engine which was whistling. 

39. None of the witnesses examined had met or heard about any survivors from the ill-fated 
train nor did any one see any of th 3 dead bodies. Box Boy T. Thavamani, as per the evidence sum¬ 
marised in para 34, stated that he saw the bodies of the driver, fireman and one womm. This, however, 
does not appear to bo correct as Driver L. Tliirumalaswamy with whom the Box Boy went to the site, 
would certainly have mentioned about it if there were any dead bodies seen. The statement of the 
Box Boy thus looks to be more an imagination than a reality. 

According to a press report one Ayyavu, a vegetable merchant of Dhanushkodi, was a passenger 
on the train who got down when the train had stopped for a long time at the Outer and reached Dha¬ 
nushkodi by foot. No such person has come forward to tender his evidence before tho enquiry com¬ 
mittee despite repeated notices published in most of the important newspapers of different languages 
inviting the public having knowledge of this accident and matters connected therewith to give their 
evidence or write to the President of the enquiry committee at M idras. 

I had also requested Shri M. Tajammul Hussain, who was appointed as Claims Commissioner in 
connection with this accident, to advise me the names and addresses of persons if found to be genuine 
survivors after his investigations. It has since been ascertained that no survivors have turned up for 
claims so far and it is, therefore, presumed that there were no survivors. 

V. DISCUSSION. 

40. An abnormal accident —This accident is one of the most abnormal of its type and cannot ba 
judged according to normal circumstances. There were no survivors from tho ill-fated train to give 
any evidence from which the probable course of events could bo reconstructed. Although Railway 
Police Constable Narayanan Nair (para 38) stated that he travelled by the ill-fated train, for reasons 
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discussed later it is difficult to accept his evidence. There were abnormal conditions prevailing a t 
Dhanushkodi station at the time of the accident which continued to worsen thereafter apd the staff 
stationed at Dhanushkodi experienced a very tough time. It is, thereforo, reasonable to’expect that 
with the happenings fresh in their minds there would have been quite a considerable amount of con¬ 
fusion at the time of the inquiry and as such their evidence about the timings and course of ©vents 
cannot he accepted in its entirety. Certain events mentioned in their evidence as beings facts may be 
only their imagination due to this confusion. There is no direct evidence available on a number of vital 
points and on this account it is difficult to fix a definite course of events as to how - the train met with 
the accident. 

41. Time of the accident—V rom the evidence there is no doubt that the train started from Rame- 
swaram Road station at 23-55 hours after having arrived at the station at 23-45 hours. How much 
time it took from Rameswaram Road to the site of accident and the time at which it met with the 
accident-is anyone’s guess. The normal running time for No. '653 Dawn is 34 minutes but it must have 
taken much longer on account of the caution order between Kms. 676 and 679 whore thi Bridge 
Inspector and his men must have piloted the train. The previous train, i.e. No, 660 Up Mixed, took 1 
hour and 26 minutes to clear the section and it is reasonable to expect that this train might also have 
taken about the same time on account of the conditions being similar. The train, would, therefore, 
normally have been expected at Dhanushkodi at about 01-20 hours. According to Railway Police 
Constable Narayanan Nair, the train did not stop anywhere m route but as already mentioned earlier, 
his statement cannot be given credence to. It is also unbelievable that with the Bridge Inspector on 
the train and a caution order, he would not have stopped the train and piloted it in that length. The 
time of the accident could be roughly put at some time after 01-00 hours on 23rd December, 19641 

42. Speed of the train—It- is immaterial in this case and also difficult to establish whether the acci¬ 
dent took place at a time when the train was in motion or when it was waiting at the Down Outer 
signal of Dhanushkodi. It can only be presumed that as the accident occurred near the Outer signal 
which was either ‘ON’ or had no lights on it due to severe cyclonic and stormy condition’s, the train 
might have come to a stop. The Committee, however, found that the regulator of the engine was in the 
closed position, the reversing lever had been notched up and the vacuum ejector handle was in the run¬ 
ning position, from which they conclude that the engine was coasting at the time the train mot with 
the accident. Even if it had come to a stop, it could not have been waiting at the signals for a long time 
as, if it was so, either the Driver or the Bridge Inspector who was accompanying the train with a gang 
of’men, would certainly have sent some one to the station to find out the reasons why the signals were 
not being taken off for the train. Eor the same reason, it is more or less clear that the tidal wave must 
1 ave been a very sudden occurrence as, if the flood conditions had developed gradually, some action 
would, in all likelihood, have been taken by the Driver or the Bridge Inspector to inform the station 
about it, 

43. Course of events —Train No. 653 was scheduled to leave Pamban at 20*40 hours but was de¬ 
tained for arranging an engineering supervisor and men to clear the sand on the track as reported by 
the Guard and Driver of No. 660. In the absence of the Permanent Way Inspector who could not arrive 
Pamban on account of heavy wind on the tambanBridge Bridge Inspector (Special Duty), Pamban, 
Shri Kumaaswnmy, was deputed to accompany the train. He collected his men and was ready to leave 
by 23-00 hours and the train left Pamban at 23-10 hours arriving Rameswaram Road at 23-45 hours 
w th >ut any untoward incident. The conditions upfco that time were normal and Ramoswaram Road 
was able to obtain line clear through the Block Instruments in the normal manner and the train start ed, 
at 23-55 hours with a caution order to the driver to drive cautiously and to observe precautions bet¬ 
ween Km J. 676 and 679 on account of sand covering the track. Between the time of granting of line 
clear at 23-40 hours and the train reaching the accident spot, some time after 1 O’clock, it appears 
conditions deteriorated considerably. The tidal wave that was experienced on that night was an un- 
pree/ dented event in living memory and could not have been anticipat ed by any one. I, therefore, do 
not consider that the Assistant Station Master'at Dhanushkodi in any way failed in his duty while 
granting line clear to the train nor has he in any way contributed to the accident. 

44. The conduct of the engineering officials —The weather warning messags of the Meteorological 
Department was received by the Permanent Way Inspector, Pamban, Assistant Permanent Way 
Inspector, Dhanushkodi etc., shortly after their receiving the message about sand covering the track 
between Kms. 676 and 679. Simultaneously a message was received about the wind velocity at the 
Pamban Bridge being over 40 m.p.h. on account of which the trains between Pamban and Mandapam 
wore cancelled. The Permanent Way Inspector could not, therefore, reach Pamban for piloting the train 
nor was the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector, Dhanushkodi, able to trolly due to the heavy wind. 
As a competent’ engineering supervisory official, viz. Bridge Inspector Kumaraswamy was available 
at Pamban, he was deputed to accompany the train with engineering men and pilot it where necessary. 
The steps taken, I consider, were sufficient and reasonable in tire circumstances then prevailing and th# 
starting of the train with these precautions was quite in order. 

45. There is no evidence of any defects either in the permanent way or in the tolling stock and 
from the disposition of the engine and the underframos of the coaches and the position of the controls 
on the engine, it can be reasonably concluded that there was no mismanagement by the driver of the 
train. The only conclusion to which one is led regarding the cause of the accident is that the sudden 
rush of water of the tidal wave washed away the whole train. 

46. Position of signals at Dhanushkodi—The evidence regarding the aspect of reception signals at 
Dhanushkodi is conflicting. The Pointman on duty at the signal cabin has stated. that ho had taken 
off the signals and the Assistant Station Master on duty had seen the backlights disappearing. Shunt- 
man G. KHshnan has also stated that he was actually on the routing signal post when the signal was 
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taken off and hc-also noticed the Home and Outer being lowered.-A number of other persona have given 
similar evidence. However, all this evidence could be from imagination on account of the confusion 
that exis :ed in the minds of the witnesses as mentioned by me in para 40. The Station Master when he 
visited the cabin next day saw the signal lovers fur the Ii mo and routing position to have been pulled 
while tins lever f r the Outer signal was only in the half pulled position. Fr> m this evidence, I feel that 
the B> mo and Routing signals had been taken off and only an attempt was made to take off the Outer 
signal which could not be pulled to the full extent on account of semo obstruction. It is quite possible 
that the pulling of levers was done exactly at the time when the tidal waive occurred and damaged and 
bent the signal post etc., and it was on this account that the lever could not be fully pulled over, or it 
may be that something got stuck in the signal wires due to the stormy conditions. All this can only bo 
a surmise but even if the signals could not be taken off due to the stormy conditions, no staff could be 
blamed for that as wil h the severe stormy conditions that prevailed at that time, no one could do any¬ 
thing useful and effective. 

47. Whether Constable Narayanan Nair was on the ill-fated, train —Railway Police Constable 
Narayanan Nair has claimed that he travelled by the ill-fated train. However, there are a number of 
discrepancies in his statement which m ake his evidence unbelievable. He has stated that the train 
did not stop en route anywhere which does not appear to be probable in view of the fact that there was a 
caution order given to the train and the Bridge Inspector had to pilot it. Further, according to him he 
remained for about 15 minutes in the train after it had come to a stop near the Outer signal at 
Dhanushkodi and then walked upto t he engine and talked to the driver. Here again when ho was going 
towards the station the engine driver would definitely have asked him to inform the station staff that 
1 he train was wail ing at the Outer signal. Nothing of the kind, however, was said. Then he walked to the 
station and sat down in one of the rooms. After sometime Railway Police Constable No. 560 (Sim 
Rtngarathinam) crime into the room and accosted him when they went out together and looked at the 
engine which was whistling. All this would have taken considerable time and for reasons stated earlier 
(Para 42) it is unbelievable that the train would have been standing at the signal for so long. He has also 
stated t.R-t. when he got out of the train, he noticed that the packing under the sleepers had given 
way, the sand having been blown away by the wind. If this was so, the train could not have remained 
standing on the rails. The timings given by him leave a lot of doubt in their authenticity as according 
lo him after about 45 minutes after his arrival at the station, per pie knocked at the door shouting 
that the sea water was washing away their houses and it was then 01 ■ 15 hours. As the train would 
have only reached near the Outer signal after 1 O’clock, these timings cannot be reconciled. His state¬ 
ments that he saw the lights of the signals burning and the gale was so-fierce- chat the posts themselves 
were swaying cannot also be reconciled with each other. Further, the statements of this Constable and 
that of No. 560 (Shri Rcngarathinam) are conflicting in several respects as Rengarathinam says that 
Nair met him outside the Railway Police station when he came to look towards Dhanushkodi Outer 
after hearing the engine whistling while Nair said that he met him only when he was sitting in the room. 
Nail’s evidence, therefore, has to be, discounted and it appears that if at all he went to Rameswararn 
Road he did not return that night and is only trying to establish that he returned by the ill-fated 
train because he was due back for duty at Dhanushkodi. In all probability the various discrepancies 
in his statement lead to the conclusion that he did not travel by No. 653 Down at all. 

48. Newspaper Reports —There was criticism in some, quarters of the Press that the warnings of 
the impending cyclone app-ar to have been given in good time but seem to have been ignored. The 
matter has been examined in detail and it is felt that as mentioned in Para 44 ante all possible pre¬ 
cautions had been taken by the concerned persons according to the nature of the warnings received. 
Tb-rc were two warning messages received at Madurai. The one at 12-10 hours on 22nd December, 
1964 stated— 

“Locally heavy to very heavy rain. Likely commence South Madras State portion your area 
within next 48 hours.” 

This was followed by another on the same day as follows— 

“Under influence severe cyclonic storm centred 400 kilometres south cast of Nagapattinam 
occasional gales speed exceeding 75 kilometres per hour likely South Arcot, Tanjore, 
Ramanathapuram Districts next thirty six hours.” 

None of these two messages indicated such abnormal conditions which called for cancellation of 
trains. In the absence of the Permanent Way Inspector, the Bridge Inspector was deputed to pilot the 
train. There was no forecast of a tidal wave and as the washing away of the train is entirely due to the 
sudden occurrence of the tidal wave, the criticism that the warnings were ignored is uncalled for. 

According to the Assistant Engineer’s deposition as recorded in para 33, night patrol for the season 
was discontinued from 131 h December, 1964 on account of continuous dry weather from 26t h November, 
11.64. This was in accordance with the instructions issued by the Chief Engineer, Southern Railway 
i nd I consider it in order. However, it may be mentioned that t he course of events could not have 
changed in anyway oven if patrolling was in force as no one could have predicted a sudden tidal wave. 

In fact two patrolmen were sent by the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector from Dhanushkodi, one 
of whom returned back on account of his inability to proceed further in the storm that was raging and 
the other lost his life. 

49. There were also reports that some, members of Iho train crew of No. 653 Down objected to 
work 1 ho train from Pamban to Dhanushkodi on account of the bad condition of the weather and they 
wire forced to do so. Nothing of the, kind has come out in the evidence. It, however, came out that 
D Ivor Karuppiah who worked No. 660 Up was asked by Power Controller at 02-15 hours to proceed 
from Pamban to Rameswararn Road to replenish tender tank on account of shortage of water and he 
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refused to proceed in view of tlie bad weather conditions. It could 
misinterpreted to be that of the driver of the ill-fated twin. 

ONS. 

conclusion that tbs aorideot to Ho. 583 Down 
December, 1984oocttrred as a result of uupre- 
side which swept away the whole train result¬ 
ed away by the current. I do not' hold anybody 
God. I am also satisfied that there has been no 

negligence on the part of the railway staff which wotua have reduced the effects of this calastrophe. 

Yours faithfully, 
(ARYA BIIUSHAN) 
Additional. Commissioner of Rly. Safety, 
Southern Cirde, Bangalore. 


Recommendations made by the Comm'ss'on of Railway Safety in connection with Wash-aimy of No. 
653 Down Pamban-DJianushkodi Passenger train between Urns. 681 and 682 near Dhanushkodi 
station of Southern Railway on 23rd December, 1964■ 



